
Dear Okemos School Family: 

Throughout this tumultuous school year, Okemos Public Schools has been constantly 
monitoring multiple sources of information to develop our plans for delivery of quality 
education to our students while protecting health and safety for all.   

Just as we are approaching implementation of our carefully designed Safe Return to 
School Plan, the State of Michigan passed HB 4048 which allocates COVID relief funds 
to districts. The funding formula outlined in the bill, which was signed into law (Public 
Act 3 of 2021) on March 9th, is specific to each school district based on a complex 
formula and does not impact all local districts equally. To obtain relief funds, some 
districts, like Okemos, have relief funding tied to in person instructional hours. For 
Okemos to be eligible for the relief funds, we must offer at least 20 hours of in person 
instruction per week by March 22. The law has significant financial implications, of 
approximately $1.6 million dollars, as these relief funds are intended to help meet needs 
and offset additional costs for our district.   

While health, safety and sound educational practice remain our foremost goals, we also 
have the responsibility to consider ongoing financial impacts of the pandemic on our 
students and school system.  We therefore feel compelled to do what we can to meet 
the requirements to receive this funding, while still maintaining the health and safety of 
our students and staff.  To meet the unexpected parameters outlined in HB 4048, as 
they specifically pertain to Okemos Public Schools, the Board will consider a significant 
modification of the Return to School Plan, beginning March 22, 2021.  (To be clear, this 
date is specified in the law and is not within control of the district.) Kinawa, Chippewa 
and Okemos High School would need to alter the weekly schedule to add Wednesdays 
in person and add 45 additional minutes each day. Our K-4 schedule, however, would 
change significantly to four hours a day each morning, with virtual and in person 
students receiving instruction at the same time. The Board may also opt to forgo this 
portion of COVID relief funding and follow our established plan.  

We will reopen Monday, March 15th as planned and any impacts to the schedule after 
that, including the potential for a new weekly schedule, will be communicated as soon 
as we know them.   

To discuss this new development, the Board of Education will hold a special 
meeting tomorrow, Friday, March 12th at 6:00 PM. Our community will receive an 
update after the special board meeting regarding next steps, if needed.  

We share your frustration about the sudden shift that the current legislation has 
compelled us to consider.  We understand that the legislated timeline does not give 
students, families or staff much time or flexibility to adapt to these changes.  I am 
actively advocating with our legislators so they are aware of the impact of this law on 
our students, families, staff, and district.  Inequitable, changing expectations which differ 
from the guidance provided to us, along with last minute timelines and requirements are 
directly impacting our families, our educational environment and opportunities for our 
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students. It is possible that we may receive additional interpretations and guidance 
regarding this law, however, the short timeline compels informed action by our board.  

I implore you to reach out to our Governor, representatives and legislators as well, as 
this makes for a challenging situation for all of us.  

  

John J. Hood 

Superintendent 

 


